BIOLOGY
SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE CRITIQUE

In the field of biology, material included in textbooks is often outdated by the time the text is published. Therefore, it greatly benefits the biology student to support text material with more recent information available in scientific magazines or newspapers.

This assignment is intended to help you become more scientifically literate as well as to make you aware of the interesting reading material available to you.

You will be required to turn in 3 critiques each quarter, each worth 25 points, for a total of 75 points a quarter. Two of these may be over shorter articles (1 page), but one must be from an in depth article of several pages.  

I prefer typed papers, but if you do handwrite it, be sure to use black or blue ink.

The following guidelines must be followed exactly to receive full credit.  Points will be deducted from the score if the required information is incomplete.
 
1.  Each report must relate to biology.  Because the study of biology is the study of living things, the possibilities for articles are almost endless.  You may choose from the following magazines (all these are available in the library or from myself): Discover, Missouri Conservationist, Natural History, Popular Science, Scientific American, Newsweek, Time, U.S. News & World Reports, National Geographic.  The Internet can provide good sources, but it can also be a problem if you are not on a good site and the information may not be true.   If you find some site on the internet or in some other magazine or newspaper, you must receive my approval or you will receive no credit.  If you obtain an article from the Internet that I have approved, you must include a hardcopy of it with your critique to receive any credit.

2.  The article must be from a source published within the last 4 years.  (2015-2019)

3.  Your name and date should be written at the top right margin of the first page.  The following items are to be then written centered as a title for the top of page 1 for each report. (3 points)
TITLE OF MAGAZINE-capital letters and centered on the first line always underline the title of a periodical.  
ISSUE DATE-month and year written on line directly below the title.
TITLE OF ARTICLE-written on line directly under issue date, must be “written in quotations”
PAGE # OF THE ARTICLE-written on the same line as title of article
AUTHOR OF ARTICLE-written on the line below the title of article

Example:
DISCOVER
May 2019
“The Great Leap Forward” pp. 50-60
by Jared Diamond



4.  Summarize the article in 100 to 200 words (I’m not counting, but that is an average paragraph--at LEAST 4 SENTENCES).  You must use your own words.  Reports that are seemingly copied from the article will be considered incomplete and a re-write will be necessary to receive credit.  (5  points)


5.  Evaluate the article and include all of the parts listed below.  Label each part with the letter and number given so that it is clear which section you are writing about.  Use examples from the article as needed to help you explain.

A. Write one paragraph  on new information you learned while reading the article  (3 points).  If you have difficulty doing this, then the article you read does not have enough substance in it for you.

B.  Finish 3 of the following statements and expand upon them so that your viewpoint is adequately explained.  Talk about something different in each section—i.e. don’t keep repeating yourself.  Each should be a short paragraph. (9 points total)

(1) One major science concept or principle that was mentioned or relates to this article was..... 
ex: evolution, food webs, genetic engineering, etc.
(2) I agreed with...
(3) I disagreed with...
(4) I was surprised that...
(5) I think the author wrote this article because...
(6) I still wonder...

C.  Tell either how you would change the article to make it better, or why you would not change it.  (3 points)

D.  If you were a teacher what grade would you give the author and why? (2 points)

6.  If your article relates to the subject we are studying in class at the time AND you explain how the article relates to the subject, you will receive 3 extra points.


Due dates: Sept. 6,  Sept. 20,  Oct. 11,  Nov. 1,  Nov. 15,  Dec. 6,  Jan. 17,  Jan. 31,  Feb. 21,  Mar. 6,  Mar. 27,  Apr. 17



